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Young Children’s Participative Rights in Schools: Messages from Research in
Wales

7 November 2024
2:00-3.30 PM (UK time)

Overview

This webinar engages with the ongoing challenge of transitioning law and policy on children's rights into
practice. The webinar presents research findings from a project on young children’s participative rights in
schools in Wales. Key themes in this work are of universal interest, notably the gap between policy
intention and implementation and specifically, in education, the challenge of integrating rights-based
approaches in a field already populated by various and sometimes competing assumptions, debates and
practices.

Objectives

1. 1. To share learning from research into how young children's participative rights are reflected in
education law and policy

2. 2. To share insights from research with educators on what may give better effect to children's
participative rights

3. 2. To reflect on the gap between policy rhetoric on children's participation and effective
implementation of children's participative rights in schools

4. 3. To invite further knowledge exchange and engagement on these issues amongst CREAN
members and networks.

Target Audience: educators and educators of educators; researchers; children's rights organisations
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Background
In Wales. a national law mandates:
a. human rights as a theme to be embedded in education from ages 3 - 16;
b. avalues-based curriculum in which children are seen as active agents in their own learning;

c. four core purposes of curriculum including development of ‘ethical, informed citizens ... of the
world’; and

d. education leaders to ensure all staff know and understand the requirements of the UN
Conventions on the Rights of the Child and on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

But what happens in classrooms? What difference are this law and associated policies making in practice?
How are children’s participative rights understood by educators and given effect? How does initial and
continuous professional training for educators prepare them for the task? And what pedagogies are best
suited to it?

These questions are addressed by ‘Children’s Participation in Schools’ a research project funded by the
United Kingdom’s Economic and Social Research Council via its Education Research Programme. In this
webinar the research team will share some of their key findings and reflections as they move into the final
phase of the project.

The webinar is hosted by CREAN together with the Observatory on Human Rights and Social Justice
(formerly known as the Observatory on Human Rights of Children) in the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences at Swansea University. The Observatory deploys a collaborative, coordinated approach to using
research, engagement and innovation to support practical implementation of the human rights of children.
Its work led also to the establishment of the Children’s Legal Centre Wales, which provides legal
information and support for children and those who care for or work with them in Wales. The Children’s
Legal Centre’s work includes development of resources on the law, including but not limited to, human
rights, for delivery in Welsh schools, and policy advocacy on a range of human rights issues including access
to education. Two members of the Observatory, Professor Jane Williams and Dr Jacky Tyrie, are also
members of the Children’s Participation in Schools research team.

The Observatory is grateful for the support of CREAN in developing and delivering this webinar.
Webinar format, Speakers and Programme

The webinar will take place wholly online. It will be moderated by Professor Jane Williams (Swansea
University) who will invite members of the research team to share and reflect on what they have learned.
Webinar participants other than these speakers are invited to engage in discussion via Q & A functions.
The speakers will be keen to engage in knowledge exchange and discussion with any CREAN members both
during and after the event.

o Register for the Webinar through this link.


https://childrens-participation.org/
https://www.swansea.ac.uk/law/observatory/
https://childrenslegalcentre.wales/
https://unige.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_s1-mAbSKTeqWCjeiT_BoiA
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Brief information about the Speakers

Professor Jane Williams (webinar moderator) is from the Hillary Rodham Clinton School of Law at
Swansea University. She specialises in public law and human rights. She is a co-founder of the Observatory
on Human Rights of Children and the Children’s Legal Centre Wales.

Dr Sarah Chicken, University of the West of England (Project Leader, Children’s Participation in Schools)
is a Senior Lecturer in Childhood and Education with areas of expertise in curriculum models that recognise
the voice of young children in their learning, and inclusive pedagogical practices. Sarah’s areas of interest
include children's rights, the voice of the child and critical pedagogies.

Dr Jacky Tyrie, Swansea University is a senior lecturer in Early Childhood Studies and programme director
on the MA Education. Her research interests are around young children's rights from a policy and practice
perspective. She is a national leader on young children’s rights and runs the Children’s Rights in Early Years
Network (CREYN).

Dr Jane Waters-Davies, University of Wales, Trinity Saint David is an Associate Professor in Early Education
and the Applied Research Lead for Education at UWTSD. Jane’s research interests include early years
education and pedagogy, adult child interaction, play and learning outdoors and young children’s voice
and participation in education.

Dr Alison Murphy, University of Wales, Trinity Saint David Alison is a lecturer in the Athrofa: Institute of
Education at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. Alison’s research interests are focused on
children’s perceptions of national identity and what it means to be Welsh. She is also interested in inclusion
and children’s rights and participatory research methods.

Dr Jennie Clement, Cardiff Metropolitan University is a senior lecturer in Teacher Education and
Professional Learning. Jennie’s research interests consider the spaces created for young children’s learning
within school contexts. She is also an aspiring Froebelian, interested in how Froebel’s principles can
support curriculum design within the early years.
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